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lowed many of the starving inhabitants to pass his
lines, three or four thousand miserable wretches on
one day ; thus exciting the indignation of his good
ally, the Queen of England. *' If God/' she wrote,
" shall, by His merciful grace, grant you victory, I
swear to you it will be more than your carelessness
deserves.'* He sent presents of food and of dainties
to the Princesses, even to his most determined
enemy, Mme. de Montpensier, and thus seemed to
sanction similar attentions to their friends on the
part of the nobles in his camp. The officers and
even the private soldiers at the outposts thought it
no great harm to sell small quantities of provisions
at enormous prices to the starving citizens; an irreg-
ularity which it was difficult to check, since the King
could not pay his troops and did not choose to bribe
them by the prospect of the sack of the great city.

But though such chance supplies might enable the
besieged to struggle on a few days longer, Henry IV.
was confident that the final catastrophe was none the
less inevitable and near. Mayenne, whom he had all
but captured on his way to Laon, he did not fear,
and he could not believe that Parma would leave the
Netherlands and his all but accomplished task, to
march to the relief of the League, letting the sub-
stance go, to grasp at the shadow, as the Prince
himself complained to Philip II.

It was therefore a most unwelcome surprise to the
King to hear that the Governor of the Netherlands
with 13,000 men had joined the Lieutenant-General
of the League at Meaux on August 23d, and that
they were marching upon Paris.